Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest
2010 Information and Registration Packet
Contest Date:  Saturday, March 20, 2010, 10 a.m.
The Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest is an opportunity for high school juniors and seniors to express their pro-life views and compete with local students for regional, state, and national honors.  This Contest is coordinated by Humboldt Pro-Life (HPL) and the Northcoast Catholics for a Culture of Life (NCCL). 

The local contest will be held March 20, 2010 at 10 a.m. at St. Bernard's Catholic School, in Eureka, CA.  The winner will receive a $500 travel allowance to compete in the California Pro-Life Council (CPLC) Oratory Contest in Sacramento on April 24, 2010.  If the winner cannot compete in Sacramento, the travel allowance will pass to either the 2nd or 3rd place winners, in that order.
The CPLC is the West Coast Regional Office of the National Right to Life Committee. The CPLC contest will be held on April 24, 2010.  The winner of the State contest will receive, from the CPLC, a travel allowance to attend the National Right to Life Convention, June 24-26, 2010 in Pittsburg, PA and to compete in the NRLC Oratory Contest, June 26th, at the Convention.
So, don’t wait to sign up!  Here’s how you can be part of the fun!

STEP 1 - 
Register for the contest.  Send in your registration form (next page).  Please print out the page, fill in the information, make a copy for your records, and mail the original.  The registration deadline is March 6, 2010.  THIS IS THE FINAL DATE FOR REGISTRATION.
STEP 2 - 
Read through the National Right to Life Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest "Statement of Purpose" and "Contest Rules" (pages 3 & 4).  Our contest will, as closely as possible, follow these same rules. 
STEP 3 - 
Research and prepare your speech on one of the following topics: abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, or stem-cell research.  The speech must be 5-7 minutes in length.  Give a title to your speech.  We recommend that you memorize your speech for greatest effectiveness.  Bring a copy of your speech with you to the contest on March 20th.  A copy of the winning speech (or a runner-up, if necessary) will be forwarded to the CPLC.
STEP 4 -
Compete in the Contest!

Be sure to read pages 5 through 8 for a biographical tribute to
Jacqueline Kasun.

after whom our local contest is named.

Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest
2010 Registration Form

Contest date:  March 20, 2010

Deadline for submission of Registration Form:  March 6, 2010.  
THIS IS THE FINAL DATE FOR REGISTRATION.
Send completed form to: 
Humboldt Respect Life 

Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest 
1310 6th St. 

Eureka, CA 95501
Name:

________________________________________________________________

Address:
________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

Telephone:
________________________________________________________________

E-mail:

________________________________________________________________

High School Grade Level:
___ Junior
___Senior

School:
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________

____________________________

Signature of Student





Date

Parental permission

I have read the complete information packet regarding the Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest, and the National Right to Life Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest "Statement of Purpose" and "Contest Rules."  I confirm that my child, named above, is enrolled as a Junior/Senior (circle one) at the above-named school, and I give my permission for my child to participate in the oratory contest.  I also give permission for my child’s name and photograph, as a participant in the Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest, to be submitted to the public media. 
_________________________________________

_____________________________

Printed name of Parent




Phone number(s)

_________________________________________

_____________________________
Signature of Parent





Date

	
Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest                                               

	Statement of Purpose
            The National Right to Life Oratory Contest strives to promote the ability of high school juniors and seniors to share their pro-life views with others.  Although speaking ability is important, this contest also seeks to help teens organize and express their pro-life views.  We also strive to give the contestants an opportunity to meet other pro-life teens. 

Contest Rules
1. High school juniors and seniors in that grade February 1 of the year of the national contest are eligible to compete.  In case of advanced students, non-traditional students, or home schooled students, the school must recognize the student as a junior or senior or the year the student will enter college will be used to determine eligibility.
  

2. Students who have competed in their junior year may compete the following year as seniors (with an entirely new speech) except if the student has won first place in the national contest.  Second place winners may compete again.
  

3. Contestants are to research, write, and present an original pro-life speech on abortion, infanticide, euthanasia or stem cell research.  The speech should address one of these topics directly using other topics only as support.
  

4. The speech is to be 5 – 7 minutes in length.  A contestant will be disqualified if the speech is timed to be under 4 minutes or over 8 minutes in length.  Judges are instructed to use their judgment regarding under or over time limit speeches.  It is at the judges’ discretion how the 4-5 minute and the 7-8 minute speech will reflect in the score.
  

5. Appropriate gestures are allowed.  Props are not allowed.
  

6. Speech content may not be significantly changed as a contestant advances.  Fine-tuning for minor corrections or to adjust time is allowed and encouraged.  A written copy of the contestant’s speech must be forwarded to the national contest.
  

7. The contestant should use up-to-date factual information.
  

8. The style should be appropriate to the message of the speech.  A dramatic presentation is not acceptable.  A dramatic presentation is considered anything that is read or preformed that has been previously written by another author; a short story, a poem, etc. Although quotes to support a position or statement are appropriate, they may not dominate the speech, and should be appropriately citied.  Dramatic presentations are also defined, for the purposes of this contest, to include acting as a thing or another person, such as acting out the life of an unborn baby.  This rule is not to be interpreted to rule out the use of emotion.

  

9. The judges’ background and qualifications differ, although all are pro-life, the speech should appeal to a broad audience.
  

10. No copyrighted speeches shall be used in the contest.
  

11. The contest may be videotaped or recorded.  The tape will remain the property of National Right to Life.
  

12. Contestants may use notes.
  

13. The use of a podium is optional.
  

14. The use of microphones will not be allowed.  The Contest Director may make an exception if the contest room creates a necessity for the use of microphones.
  

15. The Contest will consist of several rounds.  There will be at least one preliminary round depending on the number of contestants.  For the preliminary round contestants will be assigned to rooms with 4-7 contestants to compete.  The 2 contestants from each room with the highest scores will proceed to the next level until there are 4 contestants in the final round.
  

16. Each room will have 3 judges and a timekeeper.
  

17. Speaking order for the preliminary round will be determined before the contest by drawing.  In following rounds speaking order will be determined by scores in the previous round.
  

18. The judges score the contestants in 4 areas; introduction, content, presentation, and conclusion.  Contestants are given a score of 1-10 (10 being the best) in each area.  The scores are added together (40 being perfect).  The judges’ scores are added together for the grand total.  The grand total will determine which contestants move to the next level.
  

19. The judges’ decision will be final.
  

20. All efforts are made for accuracy.  In the event of a mistake, every effort will be made to correct it.
  

21. Ties will be handled by the Contest Director.
  

22. These rules apply only to the National Right to Life – Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest.  No other rules from any national, state or local speech contest or groups apply.
  

23. Any concerns or issues shall be dealt with by the Contest Director.
  

24. The decision of the Contest Director concerning the application of these rules or the contest will be final. 



 

JACQUELINE KASUN, Ph.D. - A WOMAN OF DISTINCTION

b. 1924 – d. 2009
Jacqueline Kasun was a woman of many accomplishments.  She was a devout Christian, a strong and courageous pro-life and pro-family advocate, co-founder of Humboldt Pro-Life, and the author of The War Against Population, published by Ignatius Press. 

           First and foremost she was a devoted wife to Joseph Kasun; mother of two daughters, Christine and Audrey, and a son, Walter; and grandmother.  She held a doctoral degree in economics.  Her Curriculum Vitae lists 64 publications, 6 major speeches, and the publication of her book, The War Against Population.  In 1972 she co-founded Humboldt Pro-Life, and was a world-wide champion for the cause of the unborn. She testified before Senate committees, was a guest with Mike Wallace on “60 Minutes,” and with Ted Koppel on the “Nightly News” program.  She represented non-governmental agencies, supporting the right-to-life cause, at conferences across the globe.  But she sincerely felt that the raising of her family, which extended to her love for her grandchildren, was more important to the world than all of her writings, conferences, and public appearances.
          Dr. Kasun lived with her husband in Bayside, Humboldt County, CA until her death on January 1, 2009, at the age of 84.     
          Her son, Walter Kasun, wrote the following tribute in 2007 as Dr. Kasun was honored by being inducted into the Humboldt County Republican Hall of Fame:
          My mother spent most of her childhood with her father’s parents in Watts, California.  She attended UCLA for the first two years of her undergraduate education. There her professor of social work noticed her work and recommended that she transfer to U.C. Berkeley which had a better program.  What she did not tell me until I was fifty years old was that her grandmother had become so fed-up with her as a college student that she insisted my mother move back with her father.  Her grandfather was a kind man and said that perhaps things would be better this way.
          My mother then attended U.C. Berkeley for two more years where her performance in economics convinced her to pursue this particularly dismal science dominated at that time by men.  It did not faze my mother.  She showed them: she graduated Phi Beta Kappa.
          Then my mother joined the Army as a WAC.  She was stationed in Ohio and the Army had her typing all day when she was not playing tennis.
          My mother then went to work at Standard Oil as a staff economist.  She then began her Ph.D. work at Columbia.  After completing her coursework, she accepted a teaching position at Pomona College.  While she was there she met my father.  And it was there that she was told by the department chair that economics was not a field for women and that perhaps she should consider marrying, keeping house, and taking care of a family.
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         She was quickly offered a teaching position by Oberlin College, but instead she married my father.  Oberlin would have to wait.  My mother, up until this time, was a true-blue Democrat.  And so was my father.
          My mother began the typical life of an Army officer wife filled with social engagements, raising three children, and moving every two to three years.  The Army was quite strict about the idea that no one should ever get too comfortable.  Just about the time a family felt like it belonged somewhere and had put down roots, it was time to move.
          On the back burner of her full life was a dissertation yet to be written.  And in 1956 it was done, and she became one of a handful of women in the United States with a Ph.D. in economics from Columbia.  To consider the magnitude of this accomplishment, there were at that time more female doctors, and more female physicists, than female economists.
          Then it was time to pack the home and move overseas.  And the Kasun family went to Berlin and Heidelberg. It was cold, and my mother made all three children warm winter jackets.  We posed on the front step of our little home on the day we first got to wear them. The jackets had hoods and cozy pockets.  Since I was the boy, I was all about playing outside no matter the temperature.  I would have played outside without clothes if I had to. My mother knew that and she did not want to have the military police come and tell her that there was a little blue boy outside on the front lawn.
          We then transferred back to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where my father retired, and my mother taught at Park College.  The assassination of President Kennedy was a shock for our family, and I remember how sad my mother was when I returned home from school that day.  It was a somber, sad day on the base.
          And it was a turning point in her and my father’s politics.  They may have voted for Johnson – they won’t tell me – but from then on, they voted the Republican ticket.  I guess you could call them liberals who were mugged by reality.
          We then moved to southern California, just in time for some of the worst smog in the history of Los Angeles.  My father taught at Troy High School and my mother was an assistant professor of economics at Fullerton State College.  We stayed four years and then moved to Humboldt County.
          It was in Humboldt County that my mother and father became full-fledged conservatives.  I remember watching a black and white TV as President Carter gave his speech about the malaise of the electorate and how we needed to do more and give more. That was 1978.  My mother said, “Oh, poop!”  My father turned off the TV.
          In 1980, Ronald Reagan was elected president.  My mother and father were encouraged.  This was my first presidential election and I voted for Reagan.  It was exciting.  My mother began around this time to concentrate her academic work on population and its relation to global resource use.  She contributed to the seminal works of Julian Simon, and she often corresponded 
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with Thomas Sowell, and other free market economists.  It just happened that my mother’s economics beliefs convinced my father, and their belief in free markets led them to the Republican Party.
          Around the dinner table on most evenings the family had lively discussions about economics and politics.  And most evenings my mother retired to the living room to do her work and answer phone calls from around the country from other economists, and concerned Republicans.  This routine went on for nearly 25 years until my mother was too weak to continue.
          A Google search on my mother yields a treasure-trove of information on her academic and scholarly work.  She was a prolific writer and publisher of books on population and a principled critic of the new field of sustainable economics.  She is not famous, and so sometimes I find that editors as esteemed as “The Wall Street Journal” lift her lines almost verbatim, without a blink of the eye.  When I asked her about this she said that it was better to be plagiarized than never noticed.
          When she retired from Humboldt State University, she was a distinguished emeritus professor, entitled to office space and other office support amenities.  The college saw fit to pack all of her stuff up and put it where she could not get to it.  The message was loud and clear: they did not want her around anymore.  And so my mother began her second career at home in her living room on a computer I had built for her with an internet connection that I helped install to the house.
          And at that desk the power of her ideas reached the span of the globe.  From India to South Africa, from Ireland to Australia, and from Italy to Singapore, she was spreading the word of economic freedom, the efficiency of free markets, and the danger of liberalism and state control over population and resource use.
          At one point in time her inbox had over 4,000 messages, most if not all of them read and responded to.  How do I know this?  My mother had complained that her e-mail was slow and had asked me to come to the rescue.  It was when I went to her inbox that I realized the power of the internet in the hands of a capable thinker and writer of my mother’s caliber.
          In some small way I had facilitated the global reach of her ideas and for that I am very grateful and proud.
          Now, my mother spends her time at home with her pet animals and her loving and dedicated husband.  She goes for walks, she reads, she looks out the window at her flowers. She has accomplished more in one lifespan than most of us would get done in three.  She now rests on her laurels.
          It is the power of ideas, widely disseminated, that will win the war against tyranny and oppression in this world.  My mother made a lasting contribution to that end.  I am proud to be her son.
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__________________________________________________
          Upon learning of the designation of the Humboldt Respect Life Jacqueline Kasun Oratory Contest in honor of her mother, Dr. Kasun's daughter, Audrey Moruza wrote:
          “It honors her spirit far beyond any past worldly distinctions, I think.  To be held in such esteem for such a cause is a real lifetime achievement that very few receive.  Yet if there weren't others in the cause (like YOU!), where would it all be?  So I thank God for all of you working together over the years making Humboldt, of ALL places (!) a prolife stronghold.” 

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